
SOUVENIRS OF THE STORY:  Romans 3
The primary purpose here is to remember the story accurately.  Listen... draw... write... Capture key details from this story that stand out to you here.  You can create “icons” for the story or make a “comic strip” of events in it, or write titles.  
This is not a story, but an argument.  You may want to trace its movement.  

What do you wonder about? What questions did the story bring up?  What did you notice for the first time?  
Key Question:  When we “miss the mark,” as persons, as a church, as a society...  how can we deal with the fact?  What aid does God give?  
FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION:  

If you have time during the “Placing Ourselves” portion of worship, you can meditate on one or two of these.  But really, they’re intended for use later, either in Sunday School or at home.  

4/26/10
  Monday - Read Romans 3: 1-31 and write down your first reactions and questions.  

4/27/10
  Tuesday - Read the text a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

4/28/10
  Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps for helpful information.    

An outline of this part of Romans:  
3:1-8

Israel’s faithlessness and God’s faithfulness

3:9-20

Torah [Moses’ Law] puts Jews [on trial] alongside Gentiles

3:21-26

God’s righteousness revealed through the faithfulness of Jesus

3:27-31

One God, one faith, one people

“An architect has to produce a single blueprint at one time and place, so that the building may be constructed for the benefit of all...  God, in the Jewish thought that Paul reflects, needed to act decisively at one time and in one place [in Jesus], so that there might be salvation for all....  The glory of the gospel [is] a God with muddy boots and dirty hands, busy at the center of the mess so that all may be cleaned up and sorted out....  
“The charge of universal human sinfulness is of course as controversial today as ever....  But, of course, if humans are not deeply sinful the gospel is no longer astonishing; indeed, it is not good news at all, since there is no problem...  Those who turn a blind eye to wickedness are always in danger of perpetrating it....  Those who look at such activities and thank God that they are not like that need once more to go deeper (2:1-16), to examine the secrets of their own hearts.”  
-  [New Interpreter’s Bible X:410; N.T. Wright]  

4/29/10
  Thursday -  This time, ask God to draw your attention to some single part of the story.  
4/30/10
  Friday - Review and remember.  

5/1/10
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 

+ v9:  “All... are under the power of sin.”  How is sin defined in today’s society?  What makes sin powerful?  
+ For Paul, the Torah (Jewish Law) though it illuminated sin, was not enough to deal with it; since then, Roman moralism (clear thought and noble intention) was not enough; performance of Christian duties was not enough (Luther, Wesley).  What approach do you take in dealing with your own sin?  How effective is it?  
+ When did you become aware of your need for God?  How did that happen?  
+ v23:  “All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.”  How would your neighbors react if you told them this?  
+ v24:  “[All] are justified by [God’s] grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Jesus Christ.”  Grace is “undeserved favor,” unconditional love from God.  How is the message of God’s grace impacting your life?  

+ How does this passage break down barriers between Jews and Gentiles?  

Looking Forward

The next story we’ll cover is:  1 Corinthians 13.  Paul’s great hymn to love is one of the high-water marks of the Bible.  Read 1 Cor 12, to set the context (love is more excellent that what?).  Chapter 14 finds application of the Love Principle to everyday life in the Corinthian church.  Chapter 15 goes on to talk about the Resurrection, which is important in its own right.  
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