
SOUVENIRS OF THE STORY:  Revelation 21:1-22:7
The primary purpose here is to remember the story accurately.  Listen... draw... write... Capture key details from this story that stand out to you here.  You can create “icons” for the story or make a “comic strip” of events in it, or write titles.  
This is not a story, but a set of snapshots of the New Heavens, New Earth, and New Jerusalem, holding up its beauty facet by facet.  It is very draw-able!

What do you wonder about? What questions did the story bring up?  What did you notice for the first time?  
Key Question:  What does God have in store for us regarding “eternal life”?  (Consider concepts like “heaven,” “eternal life,” “resurrection,” “New Jerusalem,” “spiritual,” “physical,” “individual,” “community,” “glory.”)  
FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION:  

If you have time during the “Placing Ourselves” portion of worship, you can meditate on one or two of these.  But really, they’re intended for use later, either in Sunday School or at home.  

5/17/10
  Monday - Read Revelation 21:1-22:7, and write down your first reactions and questions.  

5/18/10
  Tuesday - Read the text a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

5/19/10
  Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps for helpful information.    

The climactic statement of God found in Rev. 21:5-8 summarizes the central message of Revelation.  

-  Harper’s Bible Commentary
Everlasting Punishment:  Today there is a range of interpretations of this tradition among Christians. Fundamentalists and some conservative evangelicals believe that hell is an actually existing, physical place and that various horrible physical afflictions will be visited there upon sinners in eternity. A moderate view holds that hell is not a specific place and that God is not preparing physical punishments for the wicked. Hell is rather the state of eternal separation from God. It is the conscious loss of the presence of God and of heavenly bliss. Some liberals understand language about everlasting punishment symbolically. From this point of view, these symbols express something about earthly life, not about an afterlife. Hell may be interpreted as the state in this life of hardened rebellion against God, a state of disobedience beyond forgiveness and redemption. Support for this view is found in the Gospel of John. 
- Harper’s Bible Dictionary
In Christ there is already the possibility, in the power of God’s Spirit, to bring about [this] new creation in individual lives (2 Cor 5:17, Romans 8:18ff.)  ...   The vision confronts us not so much with relief that everything will turn out well in the end but with the reality that things, here and now, are profoundly unwell and that repentance and change of life are required....  The promise of a new heaven and a new earth is a vision of judgment on Babylon and its culture of death, where money and privilege can buy success, health, and care, and the dignity and well-being of people, young and old, are subordinated to the demands of economic accounting and ability to pay. ...  
John’s vision is of a communal society.  As we grow ever more fearful about life in our cities...  it is important to be reminded that the fulfillment of God’s purposes is centered on a city, a community that reflects God’s paradise.  

- New Interpreter’s Bible

5/13/10
  Thursday -  This time, ask God to draw your attention to some single part of the story.  
5/14/10
  Friday - Review and remember.  

5/15/10
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 

+ How do you think Springfield would be different if God were the mayor?  

+ This is a very physical description of eternal life.  Does it agree with your assumptions or conflict with them?  In what way is it “true” (22:6)?  
+ How must the early Christians have felt about this vision of what was in store for them?  How do you feel about the Holy City as your true, eternal hometown?  Does it change your lifestyle?  
+ Eugene Peterson translates 21:3 as “God has moved into the neighborhood.”  A literal translation would be, “God has pitched tent” (“tabernacled”) with us.  What do you think it will be like living without fear, and with the continual and direct presence of God?  What does that mean for life now?  

+ What has caused you mourning, crying, and pain in the last year?  What does it mean to you to know that this will pass away?  
+ What is required to be a citizen of the New Jerusalem (21:27)?  Even though the gates are wide open, some remain outside:  why?  (Hint: all along in Revelation, John tries to convince Christians to be bold about their faith, to stand up for Christ even to the point of death.)  Does “second death” (21:8; see also 20:14-15) mean eternal punishment, or final extinction, or what?  
+ There are too many symbolic and Scriptural resonances in this text to list; the cubical shape of the Holy City, the Temple or lack of one (see Ezekiel 40-48), the brightness of God’s glory, the materials listed in its composition, the Tree and River, the size (12,000 stadia), the 12 gates (tribes of Israel), the 12 foundations (Apostles).  What, for you, is the image that lingers longest in your mind?  

Looking Forward

The next story we’ll cover is:  Acts 2:1-21, the story of how the Spirit formed the church at Pentecost.  You can read all of Acts 2 for the rest of Peter’s first sermon, the results from it, and a summary of life in the early church.  If you have notes from the last 33 stories we did, you might consider how this “birthday of the church” relates to the other great stories of the Bible:  Creation, prophecy, resurrection, etc.  
Cf. Isa 65:17, 66:22:  God says God will make a new heavens and a new earth

Jerome Bib Comm:  

the dwelling of God: This is the fulfillment of the prophecies that foretold the intimate union of God with the chosen people in the era of salvation (Lv 26:11f.; Jer 31:33f.; Ez 36:26-28; Zech 2:14f.; 8:8). The intimacy that the first man enjoyed in Paradise and that Israel experienced in desert and Temple is now granted to all members of the People of God, forever (7:15-17).
 

he who conquers: See comment on 2:7; an echo of the promise made at the end of each of the letters to the seven churches (chs. 2-3). 

The seer has borrowed nearly all the elements in the description from apocalyptic tradition, especially from Ez 40-48. 

11. the glory of God: God’s presence, filling the Church, transfigures her.  (JDR:  The church = New Jerusalem?)  

15. a measuring rod: Cf. Ez 40:3ff. All the numbers in the following verses contain factors of 12, symbolic of the People of God, and 1000, symbolic of great abundance. 

HARPER’S;  
Passed away, v1:  It is strange that such a cosmic cataclysm is passed over with just two oblique references. The eventual destruction of heaven and earth is part of Christian tradition (Matt. 5:18 = Luke 16:17; 2 Pet. 3:10-13)
 

The climactic statement of God found in Rev. 21:5-8 summarizes the central message of Revelation. 

God’s role in Revelation is similar to popular conceptions of the emperor’s primary function: to dispense justice by punishing the disobedient and rewarding the obedient.
HARPER’S BIB DIC

Everlasting punishment:  The ancient Hebrews, like the other Semitic peoples of the ancient Near East, believed that at death the human person lost earthly life but did not go out of existence entirely. They had no notion of an immortal soul separable from the body. Rather, they believed that the dead had a shadowlike or phantomlike existence in the realm of the dead.
 ...
Today there is a range of interpretations of this tradition among Christians. Fundamentalists and some conservative evangelicals believe that hell is an actually existing, physical place and that various horrible physical afflictions will be visited there upon sinners in eternity. A moderate view holds that hell is not a specific place and that God is not preparing physical punishments for the wicked. Hell is rather the state of eternal separation from God. It is the conscious loss of the presence of God and of heavenly bliss. Some liberals understand language about everlasting punishment symbolically. From this point of view, these symbols express something about earthly life, not about an afterlife. Hell may be interpreted as the state in this life of hardened rebellion against God, a state of disobedience beyond forgiveness and redemption. Support for this view is found in the Gospel of John. 

JDR:  We began in a garden, we end in a city; but a redeemed city

In what way is this a true (22:6) picture of eternal life?  

This is a very physical description of eternal life.  Does it agree with your assumptions or conflict with them?  

What redemptions happen to return creation to perfection?  

What happens to the world as we know it (21:1)?  

How does this vision bless your life?  
SERENDIPITY (adapted):  

Where is one of the most beautiful places you have ever been?  
How do you think Springfield would be different if God were the mayor?  

Where will the new world be lived out--on earth or in heaven?  Why do you think so?  
Eugene Peterson translates 21:3 as “God has moved into the neighborhood.”  A literal translation would be, “God has pitched tent” (“tabernacled”) with us.  What do you think it will be like living without fear, and with the continual and direct presence of God?  What does that mean for life now?  
What is the size of the city (21:16)?  Are these numbers “factual” or “symbolic”?  
What is the significance of the gates (21:12) and the foundations (21:14)?  
When in the past week have you seen a glimpse of the Holy City--the joyous place that awaits you?  

What was the function of the temple in old Jerusalem?  Why is there no need for a temple in the New Jerusalem?  

What is required to be a citizen of the New Jerusalem (21:27)?  

How must the early Christians have felt about this vision of what was in store for them?  How do you feel about the Holy City as your true, eternal hometown?  Does it change your lifestyle?  
What has caused you mourning, crying, and pain in the last year?  What does it mean to you to know that this will pass away?  
NIB
The city is in the shape of a cube (“foursquare”).  The interior of the inner sanctuary of Solomon’s Temple was also a cube.  [What does this tell you?]  
In Christ there is already the possibility, in the power of God’s Spirit, to bring about [this] new creation in individual lives (2 Cor 5:17, Romans 8:18ff.).  

In Revelation 21, the fact that the names of the apostles are written on the foundations of the wall and that the kings of the earth bring their glory into the city suggest that humans do contribute to its distinctive character....  So we have here some support for the notion of “building the kingdom.”  It is not all left to some eschatological miracle.  Human agents infused with the Spirit of the new creation may contribute to that future reign of God here and now in the midst of the debris of the old world.  
At the heart [of Revelation] is the face-to-face relationship between God and humanity (22:4-5).  The building is superfluous in the New Jerusalem.  And yet special places have become indispensable to Christians, often taking precedence over the promotion and sustenance of human relationships.  Our need to create holy spaces often betrays our failure to understand that the holy space is the body of a crucified man (Mark 15:38) and a group of people who identify with him (Matt 18:20; 1 Cor 12).
John’s vision is of a communal society.  As we grow ever more fearful about life in our cities...  it is important to be reminded that the fulfillment of God’s purposes is centered on a city, a community that reflects God’s paradise.  
The vision confronts us not so much with relief that everything will turn out well in the end but with the reality that things, here and now, are profoundly unwell and that repentance and change of life are required....  The promise of a new heaven and a new earth is a vision of judgment on Babylon and its culture of death, where money and privilege can buy success, health, and care, and the dignity and well-being of people, young and old, are subordinated to the demands of economic accounting and ability to pay.  
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