
SOUVENIRS OF THE STORY:  James 2:1-26
The primary purpose here is to remember the story accurately.  Listen... draw... write... Capture key details from this story that stand out to you here.  You can create “icons” for the story or make a “comic strip” of events in it, or write titles.  
This is not a story, but an argument with an imaginary opponent; or, perhaps, also with real ones among the “brothers and sisters.”  

What do you wonder about? What questions did the story bring up?  What did you notice for the first time?  
Key Question:  Name one example from your own life of “living faith,” faith that changes your behavior, faith expressed in action.  
FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION:  

If you have time during the “Placing Ourselves” portion of worship, you can meditate on one or two of these.  But really, they’re intended for use later, either in Sunday School or at home.  

5/10/10
  Monday - Read James 2:1-26 and write down your first reactions and questions.  

5/11/10
  Tuesday - Read the text a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

5/12/10
  Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps for helpful information.    

“James 2:1-26 forms a single argument concerning the necessity of translating convictions into action....   The commandment of love is, in James, neither abstract nor lacking in content.  It is as real as the assembly that gathers together every week and is as specific as the question of where people are to be seated.” 
“James’ passionate insistence in this section that faith must be translated into practice seems like the most obvious good sense.  We might wonder why it needs saying.  Yet the evidence is overwhelming that precisely this reminder above all needs to be made repeatedly and urgently.  There is something deep inside humans that leads them to presume that knowing the right truth or holding the right position is enough to make them righteous.”  
- Luke Timothy Johnson, New Interpreter’s Bible, XII:191, 195, 199.

James and Paul:  “James allows that we can distinguish faith and works, but in Christian life they are not alternatives.  Faith issues in works, and works indicate faith.  James declares that ‘a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.’  Remarkably Paul never says that one is justified by faith alone, for such an intellectual notion of faith would make no sense to him.  For Paul faith means that believers walk in the Spirit in love, which is probably what James means by ‘good works.’  James’s awkward argument is nothing more than a theological version of the maxim, ‘actions speak louder than words.’ ”  - Marion Soards, Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary, B:After Pentecost 2, p. 34-35.  
5/13/10
  Thursday -  This time, ask God to draw your attention to some single part of the story.  
5/14/10
  Friday - Review and remember.  

5/15/10
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 

+ Have you spent time around poor people?  Perhaps in a third-world country, or a low-income area?  What did you learn from them?  
+ Name some ways people show favoritism.  Does it happen in church?  Has favoritism hurt you personally?  How does God look on favoritism?   
+ Who are the “rich” in our community and how are we to relate to them?  Who are the “poor” and how are we to relate to them?  For James, the poor are not only equal members of the Christian community, they  are in some ways superior to the rich (v. 5).  Have you found this to be true?  Why or why not?  
+ What is one practical way you can “love your neighbor as yourself” this week?  

+ What kind of faith is condemned in v14?  In what way is it “dead” (v17)?  Does faith = “intellectual belief,” or “trust,” or “commitment,” or what?  
+ Perhaps you remember Abraham’s near-sacrifice of Isaac.  How does James see Abraham as an example of faith?  (So, by the way, does Paul:  see Romans 4.)  Rahab is another example that was commonly cited in James’s day (cf. Joshua 2).    
+ In what way has your faith been put to the test?  How did this affect your behavior?  

Looking Forward

The next story we’ll cover is:  Revelation 21, the new heaven, the new earth, the new Jerusalem.  You can dip freely into the book of Revelation, not worrying about timelines and who’s who, but just experiencing the images, as if they had come to you in a dream.  You can also reread Genesis 1-3 (in the beginning, paradise was a garden; at the end, it’s a city).  You can read apocalyptic visions like Daniel’s (for example, Daniel 7:9-14) or Paul’s (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).  
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