
SOUVENIRS OF THE STORY:  1 Corinthians 13
The primary purpose here is to remember the story accurately.  Listen... draw... write... Capture key details from this story that stand out to you here.  You can create “icons” for the story or make a “comic strip” of events in it, or write titles.  
This is not a story, but a praise; perhaps a hymn.  You may want to trace its movement.  

What do you wonder about? What questions did the story bring up?  What did you notice for the first time?  
Key Question:  What is one (small?) way in which God has shown you love?  What is one (small?), loving thing you can do in response, to show love to someone?  

FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION:  

If you have time during the “Placing Ourselves” portion of worship, you can meditate on one or two of these.  But really, they’re intended for use later, either in Sunday School or at home.  

5/3/10
  Monday - 1 Cor 13:1-13 and write down your first reactions and questions.  

5/4/10
  Tuesday - Read the text a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

5/5/10
  Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps for helpful information.    

Paul’s argument in 1 Corinthians 12:1-14:40:  
7:1-15:58
Questions raised by the Corinthians in a letter to Paul

11:2-14:40
On achieving good order in the Christian assembly
12:1-14:40
On Spiritual Gifts

12:1-11

Concerning spiritual gifts

12:12-31a
One body, many members

12:31b-13:13
The gift of love as the “more excellent way”
14:1-25

The gifts of prophecy and of tongues

14:26-40
On orderly worship and the use of gifts
Note that in God’s kingdom, we won’t need prophecy, tongues, & the other gifts; but see v13.  
Not explicitly, but in the background of this chapter, is a contrast between the way the Corinthians have been behaving, as Paul describes it in the rest of the letter, and the way mature Love operates.  
	What love is like
	What the Corinthians are like

	Not eloquence
	The Corinthians value eloquence and complain sometimes that Paul doesn’t have it (though this chapter seems to prove them wrong); but eloquence without love is worthless

	Not prophetic power
	Though Paul certainly can claim this...

	Faith
	... and this (he has remarkable healings in his resume, for instance); 

	Self-sacrifice
	... and this; but even self-sacrifice can be self-centered (see Matt. 6:2).  With these things, but without love, “I am nothing,” he says.  

	Patient
	Patience (makrothymia) is the capacity to be wronged and not retaliate. The Corinthian church had many members who had been wronged (e.g. in lawsuits [1 Cor. 6:8] and the poor at communal meals [11:21-22]). 

	Kind
	The response of love to these wrongs would be a display of kindness. 

	Does not envy, does not boast
	Envy and boasting seemed to abound as two poles of the same problem; for example, divisions [1:10; 3:3, 21]; gifts [12:14-25]). 

	Is not proud
	The Corinthians were proud people, reluctant to mix social classes at supper, for instance.  

	Not rude
	Examples of rudeness:  Women in worship (11:2-16), the disorders at the Lord’s Supper (11:17-22), and the general organization of worship (14:26-33).

	Not self-satisfied
	See the eating of food sacrificed to idols (8:9; 10:23-24). 

	Not easily angered
	People who are not easily angered usually do not start lawsuits (as in 6:1-11). 

	Not record wrongs
	Love does not record wrongs, though there was ample opportunity for doing so in Corinth (e.g. 6:8; 7:5; 8:11).

	Not delight in evil
	Evil would be, for example, incest (5:1-2, 8), but rejoices in truth (5:8). 


5/6/10
  Thursday -  This time, ask God to draw your attention to some single part of the story.  
5/7/10
  Friday - Review and remember.  

5/8/10
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 

+ Which aspects of love (listed above) do you live out well?  Which are “growing areas” for you
?  
+ How does love as described in this chapter compare to love as typically defined in our culture?  
+ How well does this chapter describe Jesus?  How does it describe the church?  You, as a Christian?   How does it help us achieve the kind of love it  talks about?  
+ What does it mean to be “fully known” by God (v12)?  How do you feel about this proposition?  
+ In your opinion, what is the best way to develop the ability to love others?  
+ Paul acknowledges that personal life and church life is sometimes immature or imperfect (vv. 10-12).  Has this been true in your experience?  How can you help love become more and more a part of each?  
Looking Forward

The next story we’ll cover is:  James 2, a much different and somewhat controversial view of Christian life (“an epistle of straw,” said Martin Luther).  Read the entire Letter of James.  
�A favorite chapter.  Maybe the place to start:  what do you like about this?   (Will:  tells us simply how we should live.)  Part of the purpose of groups is to help each other live out the xian life
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