
SOUVENIRS OF THE STORY:  Acts 9
The primary purpose here is to remember the story accurately.  Listen... draw... write... Capture key details from this story that stand out to you here.  You can create “icons” for the story or make a “comic strip” of events in it, or write titles.  
Trace the movement of the story:  Jerusalem, the road, the street called Straight, Damascus, Jerusalem, Tarsus.  How does Saul / Paul change in each place?  

What do you wonder about? What questions did the story bring up?  What did you notice for the first time?  
Key Question:  According to this story, what is necessary for the kind of conversion Paul underwent
?  
FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION:  

If you have time during the “Placing Ourselves” portion of worship, you can meditate on one or two of these.  But really, they’re intended for use later, either in Sunday School or at home.  

3/8/10
  Monday - Read Acts 9:1-31 and write down your first reactions and questions.  

3/9/10
  Tuesday - Read the story a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

3/10/10
  Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps for helpful information.    

Setting:  Saul as persecutor:  ‘I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it’ (Gal. 1:13; see Gal. 1:23; 1 Cor. 15:9).  See also Acts 7:57-8:3.  
“Paul’s conversion was not without preparation. As a Jew influenced by speculation about the future, Paul had looked forward to the coming of the Messiah. As a persecutor, Paul had heard the message of the disciples and had been impressed by their perseverance. His conversion did not involve turning to a new God (see 1 Thess. 1:9); before and after, Paul worshiped the God of the OT. Moreover, Paul’s conversion did not involve a serious moral trauma. Paul claimed that, before he accepted Jesus as Christ, ‘as to righteousness under the law’ he had been ‘blameless’ (Phil. 3:6)”  [Harper’s Bible Commentary].  
Compare this story with Acts 22:4-16; Acts 26:9-18; and Galatians 1:13-17 (Paul’s own account in his letter).  
3/11/10
  Thursday -  This time, ask God to draw your attention to some single part of the story.  
3/12/10
  Friday - Review and remember.  

3/13/10
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 

+ vv4-5:  Saul persecutes the church; Jesus claims this means he’s persecuting Jesus himself.  Does the church equal Jesus?  Why or why not?  What similarities are there?  What differences?  
+ George Hunter says on average, it takes 14 contacts with credible Christians before a non-believer converts to Christianity (assuming the non-believer does, at all).  What is your story?  When and how did you begin to follow Jesus?  Were there “credible Christians” involved?  
+ Are you a “credible Christian
”?  
+ Ananias is really the hero of this story.  What does he do that seems heroic?  What kind of person does he seem to be
?  
+ Are you more like Saul / Paul, or more like Ananias?  As God acts to save persons as they go about their everyday lives, what part do you play?  
+ Among other things, Acts is an adventure story, full of shipwrecks, beatings, confrontations with kings... and in this story, death threats, and an escape by night in a basket!  Is the Christian life an adventure for you?  In what way can it be adventurous in the United States?  In the world?  Should it be?  
Looking Forward

The next story we’ll cover is:  Romans 3.  This is not a story, but a portion of a letter from Paul, reflecting his most fully developed thought about God’s action through Christ.  If you like, read it in both a more-literal translation (e.g. NRSV) and a more-colloquial one (Contemporary English Version, or The Message).  Paul’s thought is complex and it’s helpful to see how experts unpack it.  You might read other parts of Romans as well; especially chapters 7 (on sin) and 8 (on grace).  You could also skim the rest of Acts, for Luke’s overview of Paul’s career.  
�Is conversion still a meaningful concept?  What about your conversions?  Paul’s a drama queen?


�Tom Wilson:  I’m credible but not incredible.  


�Ananias - this was his task, he didn’t apparently go out and make hundreds of disciples, just Paul; but what an impact
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