
SOUVENIRS OF THE STORY:  Mark 8:27-38
The primary purpose here is to remember the story accurately.  Listen... draw... write... Capture key details from this story that stand out to you here.  You can create “icons” for the story or make a “comic strip” of events in it, or write titles.  
What did you picture in your mind as you heard the story?  

What do you wonder about? What questions did the story bring up?  What did you notice for the first time?  
Key Question:  Do you, like Peter, sometimes find Jesus’ idea of “Messiah” and “disciple” hard to live out?  How does God help you do that?  
FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION:  

If you have time during the “Placing Ourselves” portion of worship, you can meditate on one or two of these.  But really, they’re intended for use later, either in Sunday School or at home.  

3/15/10
  Monday - Read Mark 8:27-38 and write down your first reactions and questions.  

3/16/10
  Tuesday - Read the story a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

3/17/10
  Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps for helpful information.    

+ The severity of Jesus's rebuke to Peter indicates the matter is of central importance.  Also, it goes to the heart of discipleship:  the selfish part of us doesn’t want to follow a suffering Messiah, there’s no glory in it.  
+ “A strong word in Mark’s vocabulary, ‘to rebuke’ is to confront and to condemn with the purpose of effecting radical change.”  In this passage, Peter rebukes Jesus, then Jesus rebukes Peter.  Elsewhere, Jesus “rebukes” demons.

Get behind me:  the same words with which Jesus called Peter to into discipleship (Mark 1:17); in other words, a demand that Peter step back into the place where Jesus called him--namely, discipleship.    [Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary]
+ “Only with great difficulty could the followers of Jesus maintain that he was the Messiah of Jewish expectation: His earthly career had not been glorious or regal; he had not been visibly victorious, nor had he established a kingdom; he had not delivered Israel, nor had he subjected the Gentiles to the service of Yahweh. The struggle of how to interpret the messiahship of Jesus left echoes in the apostolic preaching...The concept of the Messiah was soon spiritualized so that the title could be applied to one whose glory was internal, and who delivered Israel not from political servitude but from the servitude of sin.  [Jerome Biblical Commentary]
+ Self-denial is not to deny one’s personality, to die as a martyr, or to deny “things” (as in asceticism). Rather it is the denial of “self,” turning away from the idolatry of self-centeredness and every attempt to orient one’s life by the dictates of self-interest ...  Self-denial, however, is only the negative side of the picture and is not done for its own sake alone.  Positively, one must take up his cross, decisively saying yes to God’s will and way [Bible Knowledge Commentary]
3/18/10
  Thursday -  This time, ask God to draw your attention to some single part of the story.  Consider meditating on the cross:  feel its weight, sing old hymns, be (like Peter) scandalized.  
3/19/10
  Friday - Review and remember.  

3/20/10
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 

+ “Ponder what it means for the locus of satanic power to be in the heart of a disciple and friend who seeks to save life not lose it, to defend Jesus not oppose him.  Is there  a route to the kingdom which bypasses Golgatha?”  [Fred Craddock, Preaching the new Common Lectionary.]  
+ In one story, a monk remembers with guilt drinking all the coffee instead of leaving some for the other monks.  Is this kind of thing worth worrying about?  Can you remember similar instances of selfishness in your own life?  Is this what Jesus means by “seeking to save your life”?   
+ If you’re a church member, you’ve promised to “accept Jesus as your Savior and... serve him as your Lord.”  Is there a difference between these two things?  In what ways do you seek to serve Jesus, to be a disciple?  
+ Our culture has learned a great deal about the importance of self-esteem.  Is it possible to “deny self” and still have self-esteem?  Is there something better than self esteem here, or something important added to it?  
Looking Forward

The next story we’ll cover is:  John 14.  If you like, read Jesus’ entire “Farewell Discourse” (John 14-16) and “high priestly prayer” (John 17).  
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