
SOUVENIRS OF THE STORY:  John 14
The primary purpose here is to remember the speech accurately.  Listen... draw... write... Capture key details from this story that stand out to you here.  You can create “icons” for the story or make a “comic strip” of events in it, or write titles.  
Design your own “dwelling” in the Father’s house: What is essential to you?  Do you need windows to see the beauty around you?  Doors, to invite people in?  Can you design a dwelling that will give you memory tags to remember the movement of Jesus’ speech?  

What do you wonder about? What questions did the story bring up?  What did you notice for the first time?  
Key Question:  Jesus speaks of his identity with the Father.  If you are a Christian, is Jesus the Way, the Truth, the Life for you?  In what way does this identity include or exclude other Ways, Truths, Lives?  
FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION:  

If you have time during the “Placing Ourselves” portion of worship, you can meditate on one or two of these.  But really, they’re intended for use later, either in Sunday School or at home.  

3/22/10
  Monday - Read John 14 and write down your first reactions and questions.  

3/23/10
  Tuesday - Read the story a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

3/24/10
  Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps for helpful information.    

Look at 13:36, 14:6, 8, and 22.  What problems are the disciples struggling with?  

This is usually interpreted—and rightly so—to mean the heavenly kingdom to which Jesus is returning (though there are no grounds for understanding “many” to mean also “many kinds” or “degrees”). However, John probably intends another sense as well. In one way, after all, Christ has never left heaven and consequently need not return (cf. 3:13). The Father’s “house” is where God is, and whoever is with God is in his “house” (Jerome Bible Commentary). 
 “Philip asks for some kind of extraordinary manifestation, but he must learn that the only vision of God vouchsafed in this world is through Jesus Christ” (Jerome Bible Commentary). 
3/25/10
  Thursday -  This time, ask God to draw your attention to some single part of the story.  
3/26/10
  Friday - Review and remember.  

3/27/10
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 

+   In light of 14:6, how would you respond to someone who says, “There are many ways to God”?  

+   Do you think the promises Jesus makes in verses 12-14 are blank check promises about prayer?  In verse 12, does he mean the church will do works greater in power?  Greater in scope?  How could this be?  
+ v16-17, 25-27:  what do you learn about the Holy Spirit here?  What is the relationship of the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit to the believer?  To each other?  

+  What do you believe Jesus meant when he said, No one comes to the Father except through me?  

· Only those who believe in Christ go to heaven

· Christ is the judge of those who will go to heaven (but that might include people of other religions)

· Jesus’ blood is the ticket for all who wish to fellowship with God
· Disciples believe Christ’s way of life is definitively God’s desired way of life
· Other __

+  If Jesus indeed shows us what the Father is like, what is the most important thing we know about God through knowing about Jesus?  

+ In your life’s journey, where are you right now in terms of finding the right way spiritually?  

· I’m absolutely certain I have found the way.  

· Well, I’m mostly certain I have found the way.  

· I think I’m almost nearly certain most of the time except when I’m not sure.  

· Well, I started in the right direction, but I may have made a wrong turn.  
· I would ask for a map... if I knew how to read one!  

· I thought it was the right direction until I hit the dead end!

· I’m totally lost.  
Looking Forward

The next story we’ll cover is:  Mark, chapters 14-15.  
Read Mark, chapter 11, which gives context for why people wanted Jesus killed.  

Read John 19:16-37, which has a somewhat different account of the crucifixion.  
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