
SOUVENIRS OF THE STORY:  Matthew 14:13-33
The primary purpose here is to remember the story accurately.  Listen... draw... write... Capture key details from this story that stand out to you here.  You can create “icons” for the story or make a “comic strip” of events in it, or write titles.  
What did you picture in your mind as you heard the story?  

What do you wonder about? What questions did the story bring up?  What did you notice for the first time?  
One Key Question:  In both these stories, disciples doubt their own capability, or Jesus’ ability to work through them.  Have you felt that way in the past?  Do you feel that way now?  Has Jesus worked through you anyway?  
FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION:  

If you have time during the “Placing Ourselves” portion of worship, you can meditate on one or two of these.  But really, they’re intended for use later, either in Sunday School or at home.  

2/22/10
  Monday - Read Matthew 14:13-33 and write down your first reactions and questions.  

2/23/10
  Tuesday - Read the story a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

2/24/10
  Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps for helpful information.    

Feeding of the 5000:  The flow of the action:  Jesus turns the crowd’s problem into the disciples’ problem, but they don’t have what’s needed to solve it, so Jesus takes charge.  He turns to heaven.  “The power for the work... flows from God to Jesus and, in turn, from Jesus to the disciples, who extend the results of God’s abundant grace to those in need.  Thus our work as Christians is ultimately God’s work” [Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary, A/After Pentecost 1, p113].  

Walking on the water:  Besides the narrative level of the story, “the boat symbolizes Matthew’s church. Here the disciples represent the church’s leadership. They have been demoralized by the recent events in the community (expulsion from the synagogue; influx of Gentiles, the intrusion of false prophets). But the risen Lord is stretching out his hand to restore their morale” [Harper’s Bible Commentary].

2/25/10
  Thursday -  This time, ask God to draw your attention to some single part of the story.  
2/26/10
  Friday - Review and remember.  

2/27/10
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 

+ Feeding of the 5000:  This story is much about Jesus and his authority (granted by God).  When Jesus speaks, do you listen?  Do you bring problems in your ministry to him?  How does he respond?  
+ The disciples come to Jesus with limited resources; Jesus blesses them and stretches them to make them adequate for the task, and not only adequate, but abundant.  Does this name a reality for us?  Have you seen this dynamic operating in the world?  In the church?  In your life?  If so, where?  If not, can you see ways to bless others with Jesus’ abundance?  
+ Walking on the water:  What stands out to you about Jesus?  What stands out to you about Peter?   
+ What made Peter sink?  How does Peter remind you of yourself?  

+ Spiritually, where is God leading you to step out of your comfort zone and walk in faith with Jesus?  

+ Case study:  Frank and Peggy are concerned about their son Jim, who recently announced his plans to leave his medical practice and prepare for the ordained ministry.  Jim hasn’t been a physician very long, so hed still has lots of dedbts from medical school, plus a wife and three young children to provide for.  Jim says he’s “stepping out in faith”; but his parents are afraid he’s jumping off a cliff.  What do you say to Frank and Peggy?  [Serendipity Bible Study]
+ These two stories seem pretty simple, but taken together, are very rich and complex, and point to themes we’ve already encountered:  the wilderness / deserted place, manna or provision in the wilderness, solitary prayer, human need, God’s compassionate response, Jesus’ identity as God’s Chosen One / Son of God, the authoritative command of God, the active response which is faith.  In your faith journey, which of these themes have been most meaningful to you?  Which rise to the top as you remember the stories we’ve heard?  Do you think of other themes as well?  
Looking Forward

The next story we’ll cover is:  Luke 15, Parables of Jesus.  These are three representative parables, but Jesus told many others.  Your study Bible may list some, or have titles that mark the parables.  You might browse your Bible and read a few.  
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