SOUVENIRS OF THE STORY:  Matthew 5-7
Today’s “story” is a collection of Jesus’ wisdom sayings.  Like stories, these need to be memorable; but they depend on other techniques, like alliteration, repetition (“blessed are...”), vivid images (“log in your own eye”), etc.  After you listen to the Sermon on the Mount, what do you remember?  Why do you remember these things?  
What do you wonder about? What questions did it bring up?  What did you notice for the first time?  

Scholars have differing opinions on what the Sermon on the Mount is trying to do.  Today, we’ll consider it as Jesus defining what his kingdom community is like; that is, what is honorable and right and good among the people who follow him.  
How does “what is honorable and right and good” in this Jesus community differ from life among people who do not follow Jesus?  
FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION:  

If you have time during the “Placing Ourselves” portion of worship, you can meditate on one or two of these.  But really, they’re intended for use later, either in Sunday School or at home.  

1/11/10
  Monday - Read Matthew chapters 5-7, and write down your first reactions and questions.  

1/12/10
  Tuesday - Skim a second time.  In a sentence or a paragraph, write your impression of the Jesus life, as it’s laid out here.  Especially, is it full of duty, or full of grace (undeserved love)?  Or both?  What’s Jesus’ purpose here?  To make you feel bad, or challenge, or clarify, or comfort?  
1/13/10
  Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps for helpful information.    

The sermon includes:  
A.  Nine beatitudes, Mt 5:1-12
B.  Six antitheses, Mt 5:21-48 (“you have heard” in the Torah, Moses’ teaching... “but I say” in this new Messianic Torah) 


1.  On murder (see Exodus 20:13)
4.  On oaths (Lev. 19:12; Num 30:2)
2.  On adultery (Ex. 20:14)

5.  On retaliation (Ex. 21:23-24; Lev. 24:19)
3.  On divorce (Deut. 24:1-4)

6.  On love of the enemy (Lev. 19:18)
C.  Three deeds of righteousness, Mt 6:1-18 (almsgiving, prayer, fasting)
D.  Instructions to the community, Mt 6:19-7:12
E.  Final injunctions to the community, Mt 7:13-29 (the Two Ways, False Prophets, Saying and Doing, The Two Houses) 
1/14/10
  Thursday -  Concentrate on one segment that applies to you.  (Divorce?  Lust?  Money?  Conflict?  Murder?  Revenge?  It’s all there...)  
1/15/10
  Friday - Review and remember.  Memorize the Beatitudes, or one or two pithy sayings.  
1/11/10
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 

+ In hearing the Sermon on the Mount, where are you “convicted” (aware of your shortcomings in following the Jesus way of life)?  Where are you living well the Jesus way of life?  

+ This way of life may be possible only by God’s power and God’s grace.  How are we to seek God’s power and God’s grace?  Is it an instant transformation, a long process, or both?  

+ These injunctions to practice “better righteousness” are addressed to disciples, not the secular world.  How do you practice “better righteousness”?  Are Christians in general more likely to practice this Jesus way of life than others are?  

+ Jesus is responding to specifically Jewish concerns in a first-century Jewish context.  He is also teaching wisdom that applies for all times and places.  Which segments seem quaint to you?  Which seem wise?  
+ Matthew’s church is urban, settled, and relatively prosperous.  How does that affect what they hear?  
+ In what way are you “light to the world” and “salt of the earth”?  When people see the way you live, do they see something extraordinary?  When they look at the church, do they see an extraordinary way of life?  Or something pretty ordinary and everyday?  How can we be extraordinary?  
What in this story is transformational... could change your life?

Looking Forward

The next story we’ll cover is:  John 3.  John’s style and John’s story differ from the other gospels.  Read the first two chapters of John and get a sense of how he thinks and writes.  
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