SOUVENIRS OF THE STORY:  Luke 9:28-36
The primary purpose here is to remember the story accurately.  Listen... draw... write... Capture key details from this story that stand out to you here.  You can create “icons” for the story or make a “comic strip” of events in it, or write titles.  
What did you picture in your mind as you heard the story?  

What do you wonder about? What questions did the story bring up?  What did you notice for the first time?  
When have you experienced God in an unusual way?  
FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION:  

If you have time during the “Placing Ourselves” portion of worship, you can meditate on one or two of these.  But really, they’re intended for use later, either in Sunday School or at home.  

2/8/10
  Monday - Read Luke 9:28-36 and write down your first reactions and questions.  

2/9/10
  Tuesday - Read the story a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

2/10/10
  Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps for helpful information.    

The Law and the Prophets testify to Jesus's suffering, death, and resurrection; an important theme in Lk.  For Jesus, the experience confirmed not only who he was but that his passion was according to God's purpose as revealed in the Law and the Prophets.  For the disciples, "the experience permitted them to see who the Jesus on the way to death really was, and to know that he, regardless of what suffering, denial, and humiliation was to come, was Lord, taking precedence over the Law and the Prophets" (Fitzmyer, 188). 

v32, sleep:  NRSV translates it “since they stayed awake,” but Fred Craddock says this is wrong; rather, it implies they were asleep and woke up.  Sources have it both “keep awake” and “awake fully.”  Louw & Nida say it means “woke up.”  

NRSV:  since they had stayed awake

NAS:  when they were fully awake

NIV: when they became fully awake

NJB:  they woke up

TEV:  they woke up

2/11/10
  Thursday -  This time, ask God to draw your attention to some single part of the story.  
2/12/10
  Friday - Review and remember.  

2/13/10
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 

+ How is this story related to:  
	a.  Peter’s confession (vv18-20)?  
	c.  The preceding saying (v27)?  

	b.  Jesus’ prophecy (v22)?  
	d.  The radiant face of Moses (Exodus 34:29-30)?  (See also 2 Cor 3:12-4:2.)  


+ In Luke, before any event of significance, we find Jesus in prayer.  Do you pray before events of significance?  Are you satisfied with your prayer life?  What’s missing, and what’s working well?
+ God’s admonition is that Jesus is the Chosen One.  In what way is Jesus Chosen?  Is he unique?  Why does the Christian listen to him more than (say) Moses and Elijah?  Buddha?  Mohammed?  Do you give Jesus preference as you consider the wisdom figures who guide you?  How does this relate to Jesus as Savior / Messiah / Son of God?  

+ God also says “Listen to him.”  How do you listen to Jesus?  Have you ever had a mystical experience?  
+ Name a time that your life was transformed in some way.  Was God involved?  How?  Is God seeking to transform you now?  How?  
Looking Forward

The next story we’ll cover is:  Matthew 14:13-33, Two Miracles.  You might skim the chapters between today’s story and next week’s.  Browse in your Bible, and get a sense of the miracle stories.  
31: departure - or *exodos*.  Some say means "death"; F. agrees that it prob. doesn't refer to resurrection.  However, others say it prob. means entire transit to the Father, including resurrection; F. agrees, saying it fits better with Lk's geographical perspective.

29: at prayer - often in Lk, Jesus at prayer foreshadows an event of importance.  This is also a psychological background for the event, missing in other Synoptics.

35: listen to him! - charges the disciples to listen to Jesus rather than trying to hold on to the figures of old.  JX has greater authority than those two.

after stating commitment leading to Golgotha (22-27), again confirmed as Son of God.  "The one who will be crucified is not just another martyr in a lost cause; for a moment he is seen by three of his disciples and the reader as the church saw him after the resurrection."  

The Law and the Prophets testify to Jesus's suffering, death, and resurrection; an important theme in Lk.  For Jesus, the experience confirmed not only who he was but that his passion was according to God's purpose as revealed in the Law and the Prophets.  For the disciples, "the experience permitted them to see who the Jesus on the way to death really was, and to know that he, regardless of what suffering, denial, and humiliation was to come, was Lord, taking precedence over the Law and the Prophets" (Fitzmyer,188). 
Historically plausible that JX went to the mt. for solitude at conclusion of Galilean ministry and to communicate to them the new plan - go to Jerusalem.  

Other possibilities: the concept of eschatological transformation, the Lord's and ours - his, "'an anticipation of his eschatology' - R. Kittel" in the Transfiguration; ours, symbolized at baptism and finalized at the consummation.

behold, two men: The identical Gk phrase appears at the resurrection (24:4). and the ascension (Acts 1:10).

***

Just got interested in v32, the question of “sleep.”  Craddock says they were asleep and woke up.  NRSV translates it “since they stayed awake,” but Craddock says this is wrong.  The lexica in Libronix mostly have it both ways; for instance, BAG cites both “keep awake” and “awake fully.”  Louw & Nida say it means “woke up.”  

NRSV:  since they had stayed awake

NAS:  when they were fully awake

NIV: when they became fully awake

NJB:  they woke up

TEV:  they woke up

I rather like “when they were fully awake”; it preserves the ambiguity.  

"The absurdity of claiming we (sleeping disciples) know God in a special way."  That would seem to be the tension.  Perhaps the disciples are feeling that tension, since they keep silent afterward.  why did Lk and Lk alone include the sleeping disciples?  9:51 sees the beginning of the journey to Jerusalem.  32:  Heavy with sleep - suggesting it happened at night, magnifying the radiance of the white garments.

Bob Dow ride w drug dealer

�Brown, R. E. (1996, c1968). The Jerome Biblical commentary (Lk 9:30). Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall.





4

