SOUVENIRS OF THE STORY:  John 3
The primary purpose here is to remember the story accurately.  Listen... draw... write... Capture key details from this story that stand out to you here.  You can create “icons” for the story or make a “comic strip” of events in it, or write titles.  
What did you picture in your mind as you heard the story?  

What do you wonder about? What questions did the story bring up?  What did you notice for the first time?  

As you have observed Nicodemus in this passage, where do you think he would fall on the following lines?  Mark an “N” on each line.  
A seeker ____________________________________________ a giver of answers

Open-minded ____________________________________________closed-minded

Showing his true self ____________________________________hiding his true self

Spiritually-minded ______________________________________ materially-minded

Now mark an “I” where you see yourself on the same lines.  
FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION:  

If you have time during the “Placing Ourselves” portion of worship, you can meditate on one or two of these.  But really, they’re intended for use later, either in Sunday School or at home.  

2/1/10
  Monday - Read John 3:1-21 and write down your first reactions and questions.  

2/2/10
  Tuesday - Read the story a second time.  Work on remembering it.  In this dialogue, Nicodemus has three lines; Jesus responds with three “very truly I tell you” statements.  What are they?  How do they move the conversation forward?  
2/3/10
  Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps for helpful information.    

There are two significant puns in this text:  
A.  Jn 3:3 et al:  born from above.  The Greek word is *anōthen* and carries a double meaning:  “from above” and “again/anew.”  It speaks both of a time of birth (“again”) and the place from which this new birth is generated (“from above”--where the Son of Man has ascended and descended, v. 13, and where the cross has lifted him, v. 14).  Nicodemus pursues only one of these meanings.  How is Jesus’ use of the words “born again” similar to the way it’s used today?  Different from the way it’s used today?  
B.  Jn 3:8 et al.:  the wind.  The original Greek word means both “wind” and “spirit.”  
John 3:5:  born of water and the spirit.  Picks up on v. 4, Nicodemus’ womb imagery:  we are born through the water of a womb (physically) and reborn spiritually.  Both are necessary.  
John is fond of oppositions and contrasts:  water/spirit, darkness/light, earthly things/heavenly things, condemn/save.  
2/4/10
  Thursday -  This time, ask God to draw your attention to some single part of the story.  
2/5/10
  Friday - Review and remember.  

2/6/10
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 

+ John Wesley taught about “regeneration”:  We were made in God’s image (Genesis 1); we can be restored to that image.  When did you begin to see God as saving you, rather than condemning you?  
+ Where on your spiritual journey are you right now?  Is there someone you could ask to join you?  
+ What do you think Jesus meant by “born again” or “born from above”?  
a.  We have to be able to point to a specific conversion experience.  

b.  We can only be accepted into God’s kingdom by turning our lives over to God.  

c.  Our spirits are flawed and need God’s intervention to be whole and “reborn”
d.  Our spiritual lives have a beginning just like our physical lives

e.  Other _______________________________________________

+ To receive Christ’s promise of a new life, what do you personally need to do?  How can you cultivate a saving relationship with Jesus Christ?  How does he offer you grace (= “undeserved favor”)?  
Looking Forward

The next story we’ll cover is:  Luke 4:1-13, Jesus is tempted in the wilderness.  This story quotes the Old Testament; your study Bible will tell you where.  Other texts that relate to this one:  
Genesis 3, the temptation of Adam and Eve
1 Kings 19:8, Elijah goes into the wilderness 40 days

1 John 5:19, “the whole world lies under the power of the evil one.”
Luke 22:3, Satan returns at “an opportune time.”   
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