SOUVENIRS OF THE STORY:  Mark 9
The primary purpose here is to remember the story accurately.  Listen... draw... write... Capture key details from this story that stand out to you here.  You can create “icons” for the story or make a “comic strip” of events in it, or write titles.  
What did you picture in your mind as you heard the story?  

What do you wonder about? What questions did it bring up?  What did you notice for the first time?  

Today we will consider the connection between the Transfiguration story (on the mountain) and the healing of a possessed boy.  (In February, we will spend more time on the Transfiguration.)   Why do you think Mark followed the “mountaintop experience” with the story of Jesus and the possessed boy?  What impression does it give of Jesus’ character and purpose?  
FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION:  

If you have time during the “Placing Ourselves” portion of worship, you can meditate on one or two of these.  But really, they’re intended for use later, either in Sunday School or at home.  

1/11/10
  Monday - Read Mark 9 and write down your first reactions and questions.  

1/12/10
  Tuesday - Read the story (stories, really) a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

1/13/10
  Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps for helpful information.    

These two stories are framed by two predictions of Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection (8:31-9:1; 9:30-32).  How does this framing affect your interpretation of the stories?  
Moses is the Lawgiver (the Law is is one part of the Hebrew Scriptures, the first five books); Elijah is the prototypical Prophet (the Prophets is the second part).  What does it mean that they appear with Jesus?  What does it mean that they disappear?  

9:19:  faithless generation - “Based on texts like Dt 32:5 and Ps 95:10, “this generation” became an execratory term in the NT for all those who distrust Jesus and seek unmistakable signs of his divine mission” (Jerome Biblical Commentary).  Remember, Mark’s trying to define the term “Son of God.”  What does this statement reveal about Jesus as Mark portrays him?  
9:28-29:  This kind:  Usually when Jesus cast out spirits, there was dialogue with them (Mark 1:21-28; Mk 5:1-20).  However, this boy could neither hear nor speak (9:25).  Or, Mark could simply be saying that the only way to confront evil powers is through prayer / the power of God.  How do you confront evil powers?  
1/14/10
  Thursday -  This time, ask God to draw your attention to some single part of the story.  
1/15/10
  Friday - Review and remember.  Both stories are very scenic and visual.  If you were a movie director, where would you make scene breaks?  
1/11/10
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 

+ Last week, in Jesus’ baptism (Mark 1:9-11), we heard a voice from heaven say to Jesus, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  This week all those who are present hear, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!”  What do both these statements assert?  How do they differ?  

+ The story of the boy includes a reference to death and resurrection (9:26-27).  When have you been involved in breaking the power of evil?  Is it something like passing into a new life?  
+ These stories have a wide variety of “discipleship experiences.”  As you follow Jesus right now, is it (a) just another day walking uphill with Jesus, (b) a powerful experience of God’s glory, (c) misunderstanding, (d) listening to Jesus, (e) toiling fruitlessly in ministry (9:18), (f) watching Jesus’ healing power, (g) learning about prayer and ministry, (h) losing life to save it, (i) or what?  
+ When have you felt like the father, “I believe, help my unbelief”?  Did Jesus help your unbelief?  Can Jesus work with partial or incomplete belief?  (The father pleads with Jesus and Jesus responds.)  
What in this story is transformational... could change your life?

Looking Forward

The next story we’ll cover is:  Matthew, chapters 5-7.  We’ll hear only selections from this Sermon on the Mount, but you might want to read the whole thing.  
if you can do anything: The request betrays an imperfect confidence in Jesus’ power, but at Jesus’ behest the man is led to make an act of faith.
 

this generation: Based on texts like Dt 32:5 and Ps 95:10, “this generation” became an execratory term in the NT for all those who distrust Jesus and seek unmistakable signs of his divine mission 
 

He’s dead. But Jesus . . . lifted him . . . up. Mark’s parallel wording in the account of the raising of Jairus’ daughter (cf. 5:39-42) suggests that breaking from Satan’s power is like passing from death to life. To accomplish this in a final, irreversible sense necessitated the death and resurrection of Jesus Himself.


 

Jesus attributes their inability to lack of faith (9:19,cf. 6:6) and the story becomes the occasion for instruction on faith. 
 

an overlay of resurrection language (vv. 26-27, “he is dead .. . he rose up”). 
 

The promise of glory and the coming exaltation of Jesus (the transfiguration) exist along with destructive power of evil. During Jesus’ absence (which Mark’s community experiences), prayer enables his followers to confront this power. The path from unbelief to belief begins with the cry, “help my unbelief.” The first passion prediction unit thus concludes with a summons to faith and prayer.


 

PRCL, B:Epiphany p181-182.  

There is only one truly valid point of identification for us [Peter, James, and John] - 
“As we stand with the disciples, we share with them their ignorance for fully comprehending these events.  Yet we are not left purely baffled.  The voice of God gives us definite insight and directions:  Jesus Christ is God’s beloved son, and we are to heed his words.”  182

Last week we heard a voice from heaven say to Jesus, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  This week all those who are present hear, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!”  What do both these statements assert?  How do they differ?  
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