SOUVENIRS OF THE STORY:  Mark 1
The primary purpose here is to remember the story accurately.  Listen... draw... write... Capture key details from this story that stand out to you here.  You can create “icons” for the story or make a “comic strip” of events in it, or write titles.  
What did you picture in your mind as you heard the story?  

What happens in Mark 1:  
- The proclamation of John the Baptist

- The baptism of Jesus

- The temptation of Jesus

- The beginning of the Galilean ministry

- Jesus calls the first disciples

- The man with an unclean spirit

- Jesus heals many at Simon’s house

- A preaching tour in Galilee

- Jesus cleanses a leper
In a phrase, what is your dominant impression of the beginning of Jesus’ ministry?  
What do you wonder about? What questions did it bring up?  What did you notice for the first time?  

Where did Jesus get the energy to do all this?  
FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION:  

If you have time during the “Placing Ourselves” portion of worship, you can meditate on one or two of these.  But really, they’re intended for use later, either in Sunday School or at home.  

1/11/10
  Monday - Read Mark 1 and write down your first reactions and questions.  

1/12/10
  Tuesday - Read the story (stories, really) a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

1/13/10
  Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps for helpful information.    

“The vision Jesus experiences and the voice he hears from heaven make clear that he is the divinely appointed, divinely anointed, and divinely affirmed Son of God.  This conviction is the heart of Mark’s Gospel; above all he believes and is intent to teach the reader that Jesus is the Son of God....  [yet] what exactly does it mean to say that Jesus Christ is the Son of God?  Mark’s intent in the Gospel is a deliberate effort to define the title, ‘Son of God.’” 
- Preaching the New Revised Lectionary, Year B / Epiphany, p. 107.  

As you skim Chapter 1, the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, what do you think it means to be Son of God, as Mark presents him?  What and who opposes Jesus?  Helps Jesus?  
Baptize you... with the Holy Spirit:  “For the first-century Jew, this statement would not have referred to some type of personal spiritual experience, but to that time when God, through pouring out [the] Spirit upon the people as a whole, would establish a wondrously new social order...  It was this expectation that moved people to respond so powerfully to John’s message.”  
[Serendipity Bible Study, Mark 1:1-13.]  
1/14/10
  Thursday -  This time, ask God to draw your attention to some single part of the story.  
1/15/10
  Friday - Review and remember.  Why is John the Baptist so important to the story of Jesus?  How does he connect the story of Jesus with the story of Israel?  
1/11/10
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 

+ What community did Jesus join by being baptized (v. 5)?  If he was without sin (cf. 1 Peter 2:22), what purpose do you see in Jesus’ baptism?  What is the purpose of your own baptism?  
+ Jesus calls disciples.  When have you heard God’s call?  Was Jesus involved?  How did you respond?  Is Jesus calling you to something right now?  
+ Jesus’ first public deed of power was the exorcism of an unclean spirit (1:21-28).  What does this say about his mission?  His power?  What is the 21st century equivalent of unclean spirits?  Do spiritual battles still take place?  Have you experienced such?  Can Jesus still act powerfully?  How?  
+ After his baptism, temptation, and a busy start, Jesus needed time alone to pray (v. 35).  Why?  What do you think he prayed for?  What do you do when you need to be with God?  

+ According to verse 38-39, how did Jesus view his mission?  
What in this story is transformational... could change your life?

Looking Forward

The next story we’ll cover is:  Mark 9, A day in the life of Jesus.  You might skim the Gospel of Mark, chapters 2-8.  Note the many miracles, healings, and even raising from the dead; and also:    
Mark 3:1-6 (Already there’s a conspiracy to destroy Jesus) 
Mark 5:1-20 (Jesus casts out a Legion; which was a term for the Roman army) 
Mark 8:27-9:1 (Peter understands that Jesus is the Messiah)
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