PREPARATION MATERIALS for Sunday, 11/15/09 
A Light In the Darkness (Isaiah 9)
(These are extra materials.  You can skip them and still profit from the story next Sunday.  If you use them, keep your answers in a journal; a spiral notebook will do.)  

11/2/09
  Monday - Read Isaiah 9:1-7 and write down your first reactions and questions.  

What did you picture in your mind as you read this text?  
What did you notice for the first time?  
11/3/09
  Tuesday - Read the story a second time.  Work on remembering it.  Isaiah 9:1-8 is a prophetic oracle in poetic form.  If you have a head for poetry, memorize it, or part of it.  (Or find a recording of Handel’s Messiah, where the composer has set it to music for you!)  
In verse 4, God is apparently on the side of the oppressed.  (Or is God just on the side of Israel?)  

The image in verse 4 is that of a harnessed farm animal, which was a fairly common image for slavery.  The “yoke” is the harness; the “bar” is the part of the harness that presses on the captive’s shoulders.  

Do the titles in verse 6 define the most important qualities for a ruler?  Then?  Now?  
What is “zeal” (verse 7)?  
11/4/09
  Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps.  What helpful information does it give?  

 “Have seen,” “has been born,” etc.:  this is the “prophetic perfect” tense.  Isaiah does not mean this has already happened in his day, but rather that it will happen, it is certain to happen.  The text may have its roots in ceremonies of royal accession, where the newly-crowned kings were called “children of God” and given titles (e.g. “wonderful counselor”).  Isaiah, though, has adapted the ceremonial language to refer to a future event:  the perfect, ideal king presiding over a restored Israel and Judah “forevermore” (v. 7).  Christians, of course, have seen in Christ the fulfillment of this promise.  
 “Joy” (v. 3) is one of Isaiah’s great themes.  

Matthew often refers to Isaiah, saying in various ways that something in Jesus’s life “fulfills scripture.”  Mt 1:22-23, for instance, says “all this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet,” and then quotes Isaiah 7:14.  Read  Matthew 1:18-25, the birth of Jesus.  
11/5/09
  Thursday -  This time, ask God to draw your attention to something in the poem.  You could even read it slowly, one word or phrase per breath.  
What does this poem make you wonder about?  

What does this poem say about the character of God?  
Where is the grace (undeserved favor) in this story?  

11/6/09
  Friday - Review and remember.  

Say, or sing, Isaiah 9:2-7 to the mirror.  Refer to your Bible as little as possible.  
11/7/09
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 
In what way does Jesus fulfill this prophecy for you?  (Is he a wonderful counselor for you, is he mighty, is he a bringer of peace...?)

How about for our world?  
How did this story challenge you or encourage you to live?  

What in this story is transformational... could change your life?  
