PREPARATION MATERIALS for Sunday, 9/20/09

Genesis 3:  The Fall
(Don’t necessarily answer all the questions listed below.  Find the ones most helpful to you.  As you have time, concentrate on the leading God gives you.  Begin with a prayer for illumination, e.g. Psalm 119:105:  “your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  Keep your answers in a journal; a spiral notebook will do.)  

9/14/09
  Monday - Read Genesis 3 and write down your first reactions and questions.  

What did you picture in your mind as you read this story?  
What did you notice for the first time?  

9/15/09
  Tuesday - Read the story a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

What are the main events of the story?  List, or storyboard, the events in order.  

Who are the characters involved?  What are they like?   Especially, what do you think of this picture of God, walking in the garden?  
How does the story end?   Tragedy or blessing?  
9/16/09
  Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps.  What helpful information does it give?  If you like, read Genesis 2, which sets up Genesis 3.  
Who is the serpent?  How is the serpent related to fertility cults of the day?  

What is the tree of knowledge?  Why was it bad to eat from it?  

9/17/09
  Thursday -  This time, don’t read the whole story but ask God to draw your attention to something in it.  

What does this story make you wonder about?  

What does this story say about the character of God?  
What is the role of punishment in God’s ordering of things?  

Where is the grace (undeserved favor) in this story?  

9/18/09
  Friday - Review and remember.  

John Wesley called the serpent “a liar.”  What evidence is there in the story for this?  

What choices did each character make that led to this “fall”?  

What were the consequences of disobeying God?  

9/19/09
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 

What kind of truth is presented in this story?  Historical fact?  Metaphor?  The story tries to explain brokenness, sin, and the disintegration of the “very good” world of Genesis 1-2.  What does the story say caused it?  Do you agree?  How would you explain it?  
Why would God allow Adam and Eve to fail when tempted?  What does this say about God?  About what God wants from us?  

Where in your life is “the serpent” alive and well?
How did this story challenge you or encourage you to live?  

What in this story is transformational... could change your life?  

Is there a call from God for you here?  Do you need to act?  Pray?  

OTHER TEXTS:  Genesis 2; Romans 5:12-19
