PREPARATION MATERIALS for Sunday, 12/13/09 
The Lions’ Den (Daniel 6)
(These are extra materials.  You can skip them and still profit from the story next Sunday.  If you use them, keep your answers in a journal; a spiral notebook will do.)  

11/30/09
  Monday - Read Daniel 6 and write down your first reactions and questions.  

What did you picture in your mind as you read this story?  
What did you notice for the first time?  
12/1/09
  Tuesday - Read the story a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

Why do the courtiers want to do Daniel harm?  

The conflict:  Daniel is caught between the irreversible “Law of the Medes and the Persians” and God’s law.  
Does the king also experience conflict?  What kind?  
What help does Daniel receive?  

What is the climax of this story?   
12/2/09
  Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps.  What helpful information does it give?  

This story is similar to that of Daniel chapter 2.  “The essence of both lies in the readiness of the faithful Jew to suffer martyrdom, if need be, rather than give up the practice of his religion.  In both stories, God comes to the rescue of his faithful servants and saves them miraculously from certain death, which instead is inflicted on those who would harm them. Both stories end with the pagan king acknowledging the power of Israel’s God.”  [Jerome Biblical Commentary.]  
 “The story culminates in the usual way with the pagan king acknowledging the universal sovereignty of the God of Israel as if in anticipation of the universal rule of the kingdom of heaven at the end of history.”  [Harper’s Bible Commentary.]  
12/3/09
  Thursday -  This time, don’t read the whole story but ask God to draw your attention to something in it.  

What does this story make you wonder about?  

What does this story say about the character of God?  
Where is the grace (undeserved favor) in this story?  

12/4/09
  Friday - Review and remember.  

Tell the story from memory, to the mirror, or to other people.  Refer to your Bible as little as possible.  
12/5/09
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 
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