PREPARATION MATERIALS for Sunday, 9/13/09

Genesis 1:  Creation

(Don’t necessarily answer all the questions listed below.  As you have time, concentrate on the leading God gives you.  Begin with a prayer for illumination, e.g. Psalm 119:105:  “your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  Keep your answers in a journal; a spiral notebook will do.)  

9/7/09
Monday - Read Genesis 1 and write down your first reactions and questions.  

Is there anything you don't understand?  

Is there anything that surprises you?  

Is there anything that piques your curiosity?  

Is there anything that strikes you as significant?  

9/8/09
Tuesday - Read the story a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

What are the main events of the story?  List the events in order.  

Introduction - 

Day One - 

Day Two - 

Day Three - 

Day Four - 

Day Five - 

Day Six - 

Day Seven - 

Warning:  Day Three and Day Six have several events.  

Is God struggling with anything as God creates the world?  

To you, does the story seem like history, or poetry, or parable, or what?  Why?  

How did the story end?   

Is the story history, or poetry, or parable, or what?  

9/9/09
Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps.  What helpful information does it give?  Look especially for these issues:   

Dominion.  What does this story imply about the role of human beings in creation?  

The Universe.  The picture of the universe in this text differs from what we know to be true.  For instance, the sky is not a physical structure that separates waters above from waters below.  What do we do with that?  

Image of God.  In what way are humans “in the image of God”?  

9/10/09
Thursday -  This time, don’t read the whole story but ask God to draw your attention to something in it.  

When you read this story, what did you see in your mind?  

What did you notice for the first time in this story? 

What does this story make you wonder about?  

What does this story say about the character of God?  

9/11/09
Friday - Review and remember.  

What did God create in this story?  

What phrases are repeated in Genesis 1?  

Couldn’t the writer just have said “God made everything” and stopped writing?  Why do you suppose the writer didn’t?  

9/12/09
Saturday - Connecting questions. 

How do you exercise “dominion over” (or “care for”) creation?  

What do you believe it means to be created in the image of God?  

How did this story challenge you or encourage you to live?  

What in this story is transformational... could change your life?  

Is there a call from God for you here?  Do you need to act?  Pray?  
Supplemental Materials

DOMINION

The context suggests that humanity is the image of God in the dominion it exercises over the rest of creation; ancient Near Eastern parallels suggest that “image of God” is a royal designation, emphasizing the godlike nature of the ruling monarch. In the imageless religious tradition of Israel, the only acceptable image of God is the human being.
 

THE BABYLONIAN CREATION MYTH

 Apsu and Tiamat bear... the younger gods, whose frolicking makes so much noise that the elder gods cannot sleep and so resolve to kill them.  This plot of the elder gods is discovered, Ea kills Apsu, and his wife Tiamat pledges revenge.  Ea and the younger gods in terror turn for salvation to their youngest, Marduk.  He exacts a steep price:  if he succeeds he must be given chief and undisputed power in the assembly of the gods.  Having extorted this promise, he catches Tiamat in a net, drives an evil wind down her throat, shoots an arrow that bursts her distended belly and pierces her heart; he then splits her skull with a club, and scatters her blood in out-of-the-way places.  He stretches out her corpse full length, and from it creates the cosmos.

Paul Ricoeur points out that in the Babylonian myth, creation is an act of violence....  Order is established by means of disorder.  Creation is a violent victory over an enemy older than creation...  The biblical myth is diametrically opposed to all this.  There, a good God creates a good creation.  
After the world has been created, the story continues, the gods imprisoned by Marduk for siding with Tiamat complain of the poor meal service in their jail.  Marduk and Ea therefore execute one of the captive gods, and from his blood, Ea creates human beings to be the servants to the gods.  

The implications are clear:  humanity is created from the blood of a murdered god.  Our very origin is violence.  Killing is in our blood....  We exist but to serve as slaves of the gods and of their earthly regents.
 - Engaging the Powers, Walter Wink, p14ff.  

The God of the Bible creates the world by speaking it into existence.  In comparison to the Babylonian Creation Myth, what does this say about God?  The world?  
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