PREPARATION MATERIALS for Sunday, 12/3/09 
The Dry Bones (Ezekiel 37)
(These are extra materials.  You can skip them and still profit from the story next Sunday.  If you use them, keep your answers in a journal; a spiral notebook will do.)  

11/30/09
  Monday - Read Ezekiel 37 and write down your first reactions and questions.  

What did you picture in your mind as you read this story?  
What did you notice for the first time?  
12/1/09
  Tuesday - Read the story a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

Verses 1-10:  a vision; verses 11-14:  the interpretation; verses 15-17:  a sign; verses 18-28:  the interpretation.  

What are “dry” bones like?  Why might their dryness be significant?  
What does Ezekiel do to participate in the restoration of the dry bones?  Why does he do this?  
What is the message of the “two sticks”?  Pick up two sticks:  can you make them into one?  
12/2/09
  Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps.  What helpful information does it give?  

In verse 9, Ezekiel is told to prophesy to “the breath” (NRSV).  The same Hebrew word (*ruach*) also means “wind” and “spirit.”  How are these three things related?  
The vision takes place after the fall of Jerusalem and the exile of Judah’s people to Babylon.  This vision is generally interpreted as an allegory:  “The bones are the exiles, who have no more hope of resuscitating the kingdom of Israel than of putting flesh on a skeleton and calling it to life” (New Oxford Annotated Bible notes).  Ezekiel may, or may not, have had the resurrection of the dead in mind when he prophesied; Christians can’t help but think of it.  
12/3/09
  Thursday -  This time, don’t read the whole story but ask God to draw your attention to something in it.  

What does this story make you wonder about?  

What does this story say about the character of God?  
Where is the grace (undeserved favor) in this story?  

12/4/09
  Friday - Review and remember.  

Tell the story from memory, to the mirror, or to other people.  Refer to your Bible as little as possible.  
12/5/09
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 
How would you describe your life currently:  (a) Dry bones?  (b) Fleshed out?  (c) filled with breath/wind/spirit?  (d) Standing straight?  (e) Other?  
The exiles of Israel were as desperate as “Dry Bones.”  Are you hopeless in any aspect of your life?  In the word of hope Ezekiel gives them, what hope do you find for yourself?  
Who is the prophet who is prophesying hope to you?  Who is speaking the word of the Lord?  
It is now Advent, a time of preparing for the Messiah.  The latter part of this chapter prophesies the reunion of Israel and the ascension of a descendant of David to the throne.  We believe this is Jesus, though his “throne” is not that of a traditional politician or conqueror.  What makes Jesus a fitting king for God’s new kingdom?  
Has God raised you from “the dead”?  When and how did it happen?  

How can the church, or members of it, help raise your spirits?  How can you help raise the spirits of others?  

