PREPARATION MATERIALS for Sunday, 11/22/09 
David and Nathan (2 Samuel 12)
(These are extra materials.  You can skip them and still profit from the story next Sunday.  If you use them, keep your answers in a journal; a spiral notebook will do.)  

11/16/09
  Monday - Read 2 Samuel 12 and write down your first reactions and questions.  

What did you picture in your mind as you read this story?  
What did you notice for the first time?  
11/17/09
  Tuesday - Read the story a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

What problem did Nathan face in today’s story?  How did he solve it?  

What was David’s reaction to Nathan’s accusation?  
What caused the death of David’s child?  
What does this story say about David’s character?  

What does this story say about David’s relationship with God?  
11/18/09
  Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps.  What helpful information does it give?  

[In verse 13, David says “I have sinned against the Lord”:]  In recognizing his sin against Yhwh he recognizes his ultimate antagonist in the matter. Somehow Uriah and Bathsheba become secondary. Readers too may sense that the stakes are higher than the individuals concerned, for at issue is Yhwh’s choice and support of David. Can the Deity countenance the rejection of the chosen one [David]? On the other hand, at what cost can the Deity afford to continue supporting him? Nathan’s response points to ongoing support but at a price.     [Harper’s Bible Commentary] 
Though David could be restored to fellowship with his God, the impact of his sin remained and would continue to work its sorrow in the nation as well as in the king’s life.     [The Bible Knowledge Commentary.] 

11/19/09
  Thursday -  This time, don’t read the whole story but ask God to draw your attention to something in it.  

What does this story make you wonder about?  

What does this story say about the character of God?  
Where is the grace (undeserved favor) in this story?  

11/20/09
  Friday - Review and remember.  

Tell the story from memory, to the mirror, or to other people.  Refer to your Bible as little as possible.  
11/7/09
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 

God gave David had all he could reasonably want, yet David desired more (Bathsheba).   What has God given you?  Is it enough?  
Who is one “Nathan” in your life?  Have you ever been confronted with your sin?  How did you respond--confession, like David, or some other way?  
How do you generally respond to correction or criticism--with fear?  accept it?  get frustrated with your imperfections?  get defensive?  avoid the critic?  

David’s child dies and he grieves.  How does he grieve?  When have you had to deal with grief?  Is there a lesson here for us as we deal with our grief?  

Oriental kings like David often were tyrants, free from consequences for unjust acts.  Why is David subject to consequences?  Are there lessons here for important people among us?
