PREPARATION MATERIALS for Sunday, 11/15/09 
David and Goliath (1 Samuel 17)
(These are extra materials.  You can skip them and still profit from the story next Sunday.  If you use them, keep your answers in a journal; a spiral notebook will do.)  

11/2/09
  Monday - 1 Samuel 17 and write down your first reactions and questions.  

What did you picture in your mind as you read this story?  
What did you notice for the first time?  
Find something that weighs 120 pounds (like Goliath’s armor).  What would it be like to wear something that heavy into battle?  Compare it to “five smooth stones” (David’s).  
11/3/09
  Tuesday - Read the story a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

What problem did Israel face in today’s story?  How did they try to address it?  

How did David come on the scene?  How did he propose to address the problem?  

How did various Israelites respond?  

What special qualities did David have that enabled him to prevail?  

What was David’s view of God?  
11/4/09
  Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps.  What helpful information does it give?  

According to Thomas Dozeman, this is a story establishing David’s charisma (“extraordinary powers” or “a personal magic of leadership arousing special popular loyalty”).  He lists five dimensions:  
1.  Charismatic leadership tends not to be inherited

2.  Charismatic qualities are extraordinary

3.  The motivation of a gifted charismatic leader is never self-interested but always religiously rooted

4.  Charismatic leadership is never seized or assumed but recognized by the community

5.  Charismatic leadership functions in service to the larger community

11/5/09
  Thursday -  This time, don’t read the whole story but ask God to draw your attention to something in it.  

What does this story make you wonder about?  

What does this story say about the character of God?  
Where is the grace (undeserved favor) in this story?  

11/6/09
  Friday - Review and remember.  

Tell the story from memory, to the mirror, or to other people.  Refer to your Bible as little as possible.  
11/7/09
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 

David didn’t take Saul’s armor.  Ephesians 6:10-17 tells us to take “the whole armor of God.”  Compare the two kinds of armor.  

In your church and the larger church, where do you see charismatic leadership?  

Are you a leader?  Could you be?  

How did the good followers in this story act?  Are you a good follower?  Could you be?  
Does God always provide the victory?  List times in your life when God has done so.  List some when God apparently has not.  Compare the two.  What does your experience with God suggest?  

How did this story challenge you or encourage you to live?  

What in this story is transformational... could change your life?  

Is there a call from God for you here?  Do you need to act?  Pray?  

