PREPARATION MATERIALS for Sunday, 11/29/09 
Elijah Encounters God (1 Kings 19)
(These are extra materials.  You can skip them and still profit from the story next Sunday.  If you use them, keep your answers in a journal; a spiral notebook will do.)  

11/16/09
  Monday - Read 1 Kings 19 and write down your first reactions and questions.  

What did you picture in your mind as you read this story?  
What did you notice for the first time?  
11/17/09
  Tuesday - Read the story a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

Why was Jezebel angry with Elijah?  What problem did this cause for Elijah?  
Why did Elijah flee?  
Why was Elijah discouraged (v10)?

What impressive signs did not signal the presence of the Lord?  What sign(s) did?  
What did Elijah’s meeting with the Lord lead him to do?  
Who is Elisha?  
11/18/09
  Wednesday - Look in your Study Bible and in other study helps.  What helpful information does it give?  

In chapters 17 and 18, Elijah is self-confident and powerful, calling down a drought in the name of the Lord, opposing 400 false prophets and then Ahab (the king) and his wife Jezebel.  In 19, suddenly he flees.  But then he encounters God...  and is confident again, not in himself, but in his commission from God.  
Verse 2:  Elijah is in the northern kingdom of Israel.  Verse 3:  suddenly he’s in Beersheba, a city in southern Judah; from there he flees to the southern wilderness.  
 “According to the prophetic point of view from which the Elijah story is told, this incident represents a transition from the spectacular theophanies witnessed by early Israel to the quiet transmission of the divine word to the prophets.”  [Harper’s Biblical Commentary.]  
11/19/09
  Thursday -  This time, don’t read the whole story but ask God to draw your attention to something in it.  

What does this story make you wonder about?  

What does this story say about the character of God?  
Where is the grace (undeserved favor) in this story?  

11/20/09
  Friday - Review and remember.  

Tell the story from memory, to the mirror, or to other people.  Refer to your Bible as little as possible.  
11/7/09
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 
How does God reveal God’s character and will to you?  In dramatic events (a wind that breaks rocks!) or in a “gentle whispering sound” or “still small voice” or “sound of sheer silence”?  
Of what or whom are you afraid?   How can God and the community of faith help you?  
Elijah goes on pilgrimage, from Israel to southern Judah and beyond into the desert.  Are you on a spiritual “pilgrimage”?  Where are you going?  With what provision does God supply you?  
