PREPARATION MATERIALS for Sunday, 9/27/09

Genesis 7:  The Flood
(Don’t necessarily answer all the questions listed below.  Find the ones most helpful to you.  As you have time, concentrate on the leading God gives you.  Or you can focus on the questions in bold print.  Begin with a prayer for illumination, e.g. Psalm 119:105:  “your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  Keep your answers in a journal; a spiral notebook will do.)  

9/14/09
  Monday - Read Genesis 7:1-8:5,  and 9:8-17.  Write down your questions and first reactions.  (If you want to read the whole story of the flood, read Genesis, chapter 6 through chapter 9 verse 17.)  
What did you picture in your mind as you read this story?  
What did you notice for the first time?  

9/15/09
  Tuesday - Read the story a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

What are the main events of the story?  List, or storyboard, the events in order.  
Why did God flood the earth and destroy everything?  

Where did the waters come from?  We’ve heard the story of Genesis 1; find similar language there.  
What do you notice about God in this story?  God’s relationship to people and to nature?  God’s own character?  
What led God to save Noah?  
9/16/09
  Wednesday - What helpful information does your Study Bible give?  Other study helps?  
How many of each species was taken aboard the ark?  Verses 7:2-3 seem to contradict verses 7:8-9.  How can that be explained?  
Chapter 8, verse 1, says “God remembered Noah.”  This seems odd.  

9/17/09
  Thursday -  This time, don’t read the whole story but ask God to draw your attention to something in it.  

What does this story make you wonder about?  

Why did God perform such radical surgery on the world?  Was that wise?  
Where is the grace (undeserved favor) in this story?  

9/18/09
  Friday - Review and remember.  

Tell the story from memory, to the mirror, or to other people.  Refer to your Bible as little as possible.  
9/19/09
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 

What is something difficult God is asking you to do?  What obstacles did Noah face, and are they the same as what you face?  God promises to help Noah; does that help you?  

When Noah left the ark, he worshiped God.  Has God ever brought you through a difficult time?  How did you respond?  
“Every day, in every way, I’m getting better and better.”  Is humankind better now, than in Noah’s time?  Do people stray less from God’s path?   Do you?  Why or why not?  

How is it that individual human sin escalates worldwide into violence, injustice, homelessness, starvation?  

What in this story is transformational... could change your life?  

