PREPARATION MATERIALS for Sunday, 10/18/09  [Alt.:  10/25/09]
Genesis 32 (Godwrestling)
(These are extra materials.  If you have other devotional practices you’d rather do, you can just come to worship and listen to the story as if for the first time; much benefit comes that way.  If you use these questions, don’t necessarily answer them all, but let God lead you.  Begin with a prayer for illumination, e.g. Psalm 119:105:  “your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  Keep your answers in a journal; a spiral notebook will do.)  

10/5/09
  Monday - Read Genesis 32.  Write down your questions and first reactions.  
What did you picture in your mind as you read this story?  
What did you notice for the first time?  

10/6/09
  Tuesday - Read the story a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

What are the main events of the story?  List, or storyboard, the events in order.  
This story leads up to an encounter between Jacob and Esau.  What does Jacob do to prepare?  

The second part of the story is an encounter between Jacob and a mysterious stranger.  Who is that stranger?  Who wins the encounter?  How?  

10/7/09
  Wednesday - What helpful information does your Study Bible give?  Other study helps?  
The story of Jacob wrestling the Man “is rich with motifs from myth and folklore—e.g., the trial of heroes, the loss by nocturnal demons of supernatural power at sunrise (vampires), the prohibition against fording a river by its protective deity, and the power gained by the knowledge of the adversary’s mysterious and hidden name” [Harper’s Biblical Commentary].  Does this make the story more, or less, powerful?  
Names and name changes were very powerful symbols in Biblical times.  “[This] change of name implies a change of mission in life. The cunning Jacob becomes the divinely commissioned Israel, father of the chosen people and the special object of God’s protection” [Jerome Biblical commentary].  Play around with your name.  What does it say about you?  What name might God give you?  
10/8/09
  Thursday -  This time, don’t read the whole story but ask God to draw your attention to something in it.  

What does this story make you wonder about?  
What makes this story powerful?  

What does it tell us about God?  
Where is the grace (undeserved favor) in this story?  
10/9/09
  Friday - Review and remember.  

Tell the story from memory, to the mirror, or to other people.  Refer to your Bible as little as possible.  
10/10/09
Saturday - Connecting questions. 

How do you “wrestle” with God?  With people?  Are you winning, losing, or limping along?  

Is it better for you if God wins or if you do?  Or is there a “win-win” possibility?  

In what relationship do you need to make plans for reconciliation?  How can you go about this?

What transformational principles are present in this story?  
