PREPARATION MATERIALS for Sunday, 11/1/09 (St. Paul Center)
and Sunday, 11/8/09 (Ebbert Memorial):  
The Ten Commandments

(These are extra materials.  You can skip them and still profit from the story next Sunday.  If you use them, keep your answers in a journal; a spiral notebook will do.)  

10/26/09
  Monday - Read Exodus 20.  Write down your questions and first reactions.  

What did you picture in your mind as you read this story?  
What did you notice for the first time?  

10/27/09
  Tuesday - Read the story a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

Is this a story?  How does the opening “frame” affect the commandments?  

List, or draw, the commandments in order.  

The first five commandments speak about our relationship with God.  

The second five commandments speak about our relationship with each other.   

10/28/09  Wednesday - What helpful information does your Study Bible give?  Other study helps?  
“For Israel, there is nothing more elemental or fundamental (even primordial) than the commands that intend to shape and order the world according to the radical and distinctive vision of the God of the exodus....  The commands are a decisive way in which Israel (and Yahweh) intend to sustain and institutionalize the revolutionary social possibility that is asserted and enacted in the exodus narrative....

“Thus the Decalogue stands as a critical principle of protest against every kind of exploitative social relation (public and interpersonal, capitalist and socialist) and as a social vision of possibility that every social relation (public and interpersonal, economic and political) can be transformed and made into a liberating relation.”   - Walter Brueggemann, NIB I:839.  
10/29/09
  Thursday -  This time, don’t read the whole story but ask God to draw your attention to something in it.  

What is the purpose of the Commandments?  Why were they needed?  

Which commandment is the hardest  to keep, do you think?  

What does this text tell us about God?  

Where is the grace (undeserved favor) in this story?  
10/30/09
  Friday - Review and remember.  

Tell the story from memory, to the mirror, or to other people.  Refer to your Bible as little as possible.  
10/31/09
Saturday - Connecting questions. 

How do you determine the right way to live?  

What authority do you grant the Bible, and especially this text, over your life?  

How would your life be different if you lived as this text says to?  

What transformational principles are present in this story?  
