PREPARATION MATERIALS for Sunday, 10/25/09  [Alt.:  11/1/09]
Exodus 14 (The Red Sea)
(These are extra materials.  You can skip them and still profit from the story next Sunday.  If you use them, keep your answers in a journal; a spiral notebook will do.)  

10/5/09
  Monday - Read Exodus 14.  Write down your questions and first reactions.  
What did you picture in your mind as you read this story?  
What did you notice for the first time?  

10/6/09
  Tuesday - Read the story a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

What are the main events of the story?  List, or storyboard, the events in order.  
What problem faces the Israelites?  How is it solved?  

The Lord makes a statement of purpose before delivering Israel.  What is it (verse 18)? 
10/7/09
  Wednesday - What helpful information does your Study Bible give?  Other study helps?  
Jerome Biblical Commentary:  

“Authors today generally agree that natural phenomena were employed by divine providence in the crossing. The occurrence is not isolated in history. From classical sources we learn of the winds that drove back the waters of the lagoon and thus enabled Scipio to capture New Carthage. The text itself informs us of the part the wind played in facilitating this crossing for the Hebrews through the shallow waters of the Sea of Reeds.” 

Harper’s Biblical Commentary:  

V. 19:  “Recent research has argued that yam suph probably means “Sea of the End.” It was used to designate any remote ocean or sea, but especially the Red Sea, including the gulfs of Suez and Aqabah or Elath (1 Kings 9:26; Jer. 49:21). Thus the sea involved in the episode that follows is probably the Red Sea after all.”  
New Interpreter’s Bible
“Such an analysis [as the above, re the Red Sea / Sea of Reeds]... detracts from the narrator’s intention....  The narrative insists on being taken through the eyes of helpless Israel without resources.”  
“The last confrontation will be staged so that [Yahweh] ‘will get glory over Pharoah!’ [v. 4].  Yahweh arranges the confrontation as an exhibition of enormous power, not for the sake of Israel.  The final, decisive intention is not Israelite freedom, but Yahweh’s glory, which is decisive.”  
10/8/09
  Thursday -  This time, don’t read the whole story but ask God to draw your attention to something in it.  

What does this story make you wonder about?  
What does it tell us about God?  
Where is the grace (undeserved favor) in this story?  
10/9/09
  Friday - Review and remember.  

Tell the story from memory, to the mirror, or to other people.  
Where, before this, have we seen God commanding the waters?  (See Genesis 1, Genesis 17.)  

10/10/09
Saturday - Connecting questions. 

Comparing your spiritual journey to the Israelites’ escape, where would you say you are right now?  Living in bondage?  Chased by enemies?  Trapped and confused?  Doubting God?  Stepping out in faith?  Safely on the other side?  
From what does the people of God need deliverance right now?  

From what do you personally need deliverance right now?  

Marginalized people throughout history have trusted in God and not been disappointed.  Can we “sophisticated” and “developed world” people find something valuable in this faith?  

