PREPARATION MATERIALS for Sunday, 10/4/09

Genesis 12:1-9 (The call of Abram) and 17 (Abraham & Sarah)
(These are extra materials.  If you have other devotional practices you’d rather do, you can just come to worship and listen to the story as if for the first time; much benefit comes that way.  If you use these questions, don’t necessarily answer them all, but let God lead you.  Begin with a prayer for illumination, e.g. Psalm 119:105:  “your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  Keep your answers in a journal; a spiral notebook will do.)  

9/14/09
  Monday - Read Genesis 12:1-7, and Genesis 17.  Write down your questions and first reactions.  
What did you picture in your mind as you read this story?  
What did you notice for the first time?  

9/15/09
  Tuesday - Read the story a second time.  Work on remembering it.  

What are the main events of the story?  List, or storyboard, the events in order.  
What does God call Abram to do (Ch. 12:1-9)?  

What does God say the covenant will be (Ch. 17)?  
What is the sign of the covenant?  

What is Abraham’s role?  What is Sarah’s?  
9/16/09
  Wednesday - What helpful information does your Study Bible give?  Other study helps?  
“Covenant:  a formal agreement between two parties, with each assuming some obligation” (Harper’s Bible Dictionary).  Some covenants are between equals, but the vast majority are imposed by a greater power upon a lesser one.   
“A new name signifies a new relationship or status” (New Oxford Annotated Bible).  “Abraham” is taken to mean “ancestor of a multitude.”  

9/17/09
  Thursday -  This time, don’t read the whole story but ask God to draw your attention to something in it.  

What does this story make you wonder about?  

Where is the grace (undeserved favor) in this story?  
What promise does God make to the infertile Sarah and Abraham?  
9/18/09
  Friday - Review and remember.  

Tell the story from memory, to the mirror, or to other people.  Refer to your Bible as little as possible.  
9/19/09
  Saturday - Connecting questions. 

(Ch 12) Describe a time when you made a significant, personal sacrifice for the sake of God.  

To what (place, people, priority) might God be calling you?  Why not go?  

Cutting off one’s foreskin is no longer required of God’s people.  What is required (Gal. 5:6)?  
God promises that Abraham will be “the ancestor of a multitude.”  What promise does God make to you?  What is your experience with God’s promises?  
What in this story is transformational... could change your life?  

